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 Even if until a few decades earlier it was not 
talked or written too much about the rural tourism and 
the agro-tourism, these two forms of tourism have, 
without a doubt, ancient roots, since the rural 
settlements exist and since our ancestors had agrarian 
preoccupations.  
 The country life always had two sides, not 
very similar with one another. The first one, a rough image of the peasant that works 
on the field, destined to earn his bread, for him and for the ones around him, with the 
sweat of his brow and with the strength of his arms. The second one is represented 
by the traditional image of the country life, an image where the hard-working 
peasants and beautiful peasant girls the rich field crops and the full carts are 
present... The rustic image is often completed by the splendor of the gardens which 
abounds in wealth and beauty. Naturally, the attraction of the rural perpetuated, 
especially for many of the citizens of towns, who are in love with the image of 
villages and their surroundings. 
 How they evolved in time and where are today the rural tourism and the 
agro-tourism, in Romania and in other countries from Europe and worldwide? These 
are questions for which nonetheless eighteen specialists in tourism, famous 
university professors from Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca, Piteşti, Arad, Sibiu and Suceava 
universities are answering, in the treaty “Rural Tourism”, published by the “C. H. 
Beck” Publishing House, Bucharest, 2010. The work was coordinated by prof. univ. 
dr. Puiu Nistoreanu, from the Department of Tourism Services – Faculty of 
Commerce of the Economics Academy from Bucharest and by conf. univ. dr. 
Marinela Ghereş from the Marketing Department– The Faculty of Economics and 
Business Administration of the Babeş-Bolyai University from Cluj-Napoca, having 
the following co-authors: prof. univ. dr. Ioan Plăiaş, conf. univ. dr. Gheorghe 
Săvoiu, conf. univ. dr. Florin Lucian Isac, conf. univ. dr. Mirela Aurora Stanciu, 
conf. univ. dr. Victoria Firescu, conf. univ. dr. Iulian Vlad, lector dr. Mariana 
Bănuţă, lector dr. Sergiu Rusu, lector dr. Viorel Crăciunescu, dr. ing. ec. Dănuţ 
Ungureanu, asist. dr. Remus Ion Hornoiu, asist. drd. Raluca Ciornea, asist. drd. 
Marian Ţaicu, asist. drd. Mihai Ovidiu Tănase, ec. drd. Iuliana Pop and ec. 
Alexandra Gogozan.  
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The team that gave birth this true challenge addressed to the readers, with 
generosity and professionalism, had the inspiration to provide to those who are 
interested in this subject, their own research, knowledge and multiple information 
about the rural tourism, and the final result incites and truly surprises through 
originality, the complexity of the approach, the big research volume and solutions 
that are offered. 
The Rural Tourism – the treaty is integrated in a theme that is very actual 
and with great economical importance in the last decades, every chapter containing 
information that are thorough analyzed together with the new information and 
finding new economical solutions capable of offering new directions of 
entrepreneurial development in the Romanian rural space. 
The national interest research, Rural Tourism, has the goal to inventorize 
and to analyze the economical levers for highlighting the authenticity and quality of 
the local products, discretely attracting the attention of the service providers and of 
the entrepreneurials on the complexity and the professionalism needed for the 
competitiveness on the global rural tourism market. The thorough description 
regarding systematization of the material sends from the main information, 
regarding the rural symbolism (wood, time, space, the human-animal relation) to an 
original scientific research, with a great dept: the economical theories, the marketing 
of the touristical products, agro-tourism in the market economy. 
In the 14 chapters, the study that was realized debates in an ascedent line 
problems such as the situation of the rural tourism in many countries of Europe, as 
well as the countries worldwide, the rural symbolism through the main repetitive 
motifs of the Romanian village, wood, time, space, the human-animal relation, 
passing very naturally at the economical dimension of rural and its consequences 
such as:  the economical theories, the marketing of the touristical products, agro-
tourism in the market economy, but not forgetting about the ecological, food and 
sustainable development problems, very actual elements that, filtered by the original 
approach prism, are offering the readers a new vision on them. The volume Rural 
tourism treats, in each chapter, various topics of interest to the reader's curiosity 
whether he is a specialist or not. The first chapters deal with rural tourism from 
center situated countries, East Europe and other countries of the world, showing 
differences and similarities of style.  
The Romanian village, that sacred entity, reveals a little bit of its mystery, 
but lets the reader to draw the final conclusions. The fact that the Romanian village 
was gradually transformed into a touristic product is not a new thing. How this 
affects the village and everything it entails remains a problem, on which this paper 
wants to clarify. Some would say that it has moved more easily from the sacred to 
the commercial, a real thing under a changing world. But nevertheless, do not forget 
that the Romanians are always happy for the guests, which state has played a 
decisive role in shaping a distinctive feature of the Romanian village: hospitality. I 
mentioned earlier about that amount of information, and about the difficulty with 
which a project may include the essential, and something more. Here's how this 
paper makes a transition between rural tourism, agro tourism and controversial man-
animal relationship. This is because we should not overlook the existence of a clear 
link between the two beings, a connection stronger in rural areas. 
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The Romanian peasant mentality gets an outlining in this work. Its unique 
nature is described in the presentation of two Romanian rural monuments: the 
museum and the peasant village. Here's how this Treaty of rural tourism goes 
beyond a certain book, constantly sending invitations to knowledge, which are new 
to the reader. The time theme, addressed in two chapters, is very complex and seeks 
to enlighten the reader of these pages by highlighting fundamental concepts, the one 
of the living time, and of the suspended time, which are very attractive, through the 
allure of the unknown.  Towards the end of the paper are discussed marketing issues 
of sustainable rural tourism products and tourism, two points with an interesting 
approach as so unusual. This treaty brings new meaning by combining scientific 
research with rural literature. If until now we could not talk about any connection 
between folklore and rural economy of Romania, once the economy gets new 
dimensions to this treaty, supported by a series of elements that give identity, 
strength and continuity of our nation. 
 We are therefore before a daring approach to a key area, the undisputed 
cultural and scientific interest, since it goes to the changing mentality of a nation, to 
the largest resource development, namely Romanian specificity, which remained too 
long under the veil of forgetfulness and ignorance. This treaty presents the rural 
tourism as we know it so far: original, spectacular, mysterious and full of potential, 
giving us the means by which the pages of this book promised miracles can come 
true. Designed in two dimensions, economic and cultural, Rural Tourism - the 
treaty, is more than an average, cliché book about rural tourism issues, the 
complexity and variety of information media, addressing both the general public 
entrepreneurs in rural tourism and especially economists, students or even university 
teachers from economic profile faculties.  
